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WWF Mission Statement

WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the planet's
natural environment and to build a future in which
humans live in harmony with nature, by:

Åconserving the world's biological diversity

Åensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is
sustainable

Åpromoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful
consumption.



WWFôs Global Cetacean Action Plan

ñViable populations of all cetacean 

species occupy their full historical 

range, and fulfil their role in 

maintaining the integrity of marine 

and freshwater ecosystemsò

...calling upon governments, the IWC, and 

others to join in this commitment!



Unique Challenges of

Cetacean Conservation

ÅGlobal distribution

ÅVariety of conservation 

problems

ÅHighly migratory nature of 

many species

ÅControversy and public 

perception

ÅLack of basic data



IUCN Red List

Å 14 species          
Critically Endangered, 
Endangered or 
Vulnerable

Å28 species              
Lower Risk

Å 39 species                
Data Deficient

Conservation Status ïnot saved yet!
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WWF Action: Bycatch

ÅGlobal Bycatch Initiative

Åe.g. gear and solutions 

database

ÅInternational conventions 

(RFMOs, FAO, IWC)

ÅNew Zealand (Hectorôs 

dolphins)

ÅPhilippines (Irrawaddy 

dolphins)

ÅBaltic (harbour porpoise)

ÅMexico (Vaquita)

ÅArgentina (Franciscana 

dolphins)



WWF Action: Pollution

ÅOil and gas threats to western 

gray whales

ÅOil and gas threats to Eastern 

North Pacific right whales

ÅOil and gas development in the 

Arabian Sea

ÅOil and gas development in the 

West Indian Ocean and Atlantic 

coast of Africa



WWF Action: Climate Change

ÅIncreasing awareness 

and profile of the issue

ÅAssessing impacts / 

adaptation

ÅReducing the rate and 

extent of climate 

change


